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Jesus Reinstates Peter
 (John 21)





Main Point:  Jesus uses imperfect people who love Him to tell others about His salvation.

Key Verse: Then the disciples left and preached everywhere. The Lord was with them, and the miracles they worked proved that their message was true.  Mark 16:20 

Materials:  Heart Maps

Personal Application:

· Say: When we heard about Peter’s conversation with Jesus today, did you feel like you might know how he was feeling when he talked to Jesus? It’s never easy to have to restore a broken relationship with a close friend, but it is worth the pain and embarrassment when it makes your friendship stronger. Leader, you may want to share a personal story about a friendship that needed mending that is now stronger today because you and your friend worked on restoring your relationship. Something similar happens to us when we sin and then turn to Jesus to admit we were wrong. Sometimes it is hard to admit our sins to Him, but we never have to be worried that He loves us any less. Read I John 1:9 together. 

· Say: Jesus wants us to come to Him with our sins and problems. When He forgives, our friendship is made right, and that gives us more opportunities to show the people around us how amazing our Lord is!

Hands on Application:

· Say: Jesus doesn’t want our friendship with Him to be a big secret. You have the most incredible good news to tell, and He loves when you to share it with others! In fact, He even gives you His Spirit to help you! Let’s take a look at Acts 1:8 to see what Jesus told His disciples about sharing this good news. Read Acts 1:8 and hand out the Heart Maps.

· Say: What city were the disciples living in at that time? (Jerusalem) What city do you live in? (Name the city) Who are the people you live the closest to? (Your parents, sisters, brothers, other family members) Who else are you close to? (Your best friend, neighbors, family friends). On your heart map in the center heart, write down the names of those people you just mentioned. 

· Ask: What areas were near Jerusalem that Jesus mentioned? (Judea and Samaria) What county do you live in and what other areas are close by? Can you name some people in your school that you talk to or play with? Who do you play sports with during the week? Do you have some fun hobbies that you share with other friends? In the next heart, write down the names of those people that you see during the week.

· Ask: What was the final place Jesus mentioned? (The ends of the earth) That’s a lot of ground to cover! Who do you think that could be in your life? What about a pen pal? Have you ever helped raise money to send a missionary to another country? Have you ever thought about one day going on a mission trip, too? Sometimes God brings special people all the way from other countries to come visit us here in America! You can become their friend right here! In the largest heart, write down the names of people that you know who live far away from here.

Group Discussion:

· Say: Jesus asked Peter if Peter loved Him. When Peter said “yes,” Jesus asked him to feed His sheep. Do you love Jesus? What do you think Jesus would like us to tell the people that we have written on our hearts? Jesus wants to become their friend, too, but how will they know about Jesus unless we tell them?

Conversation with God (Prayer): 

Pray that your students will be able to share Jesus with at least one person on their list this week! Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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